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MEMORANDUM: CONVITIONS AFFECTING THE MEMOREAL?S PARTICIPATION 





IN PROJECTS IN SOCIAL SCIENCE. 





At the meeting of the Soard of Trustees of the Memoriel on 
Miny 28th, 1924, applicetions from Harvard University «nd the Kobert 
Sreokings Graduate Scheel ef Economics and Cevermment were referred to 
the Executive Comnittee with power. The Harvard application conten- 
plated the establishment ef a Bureau of International Research and the 

inzs Graduate School outlined its resesrch requirements for con 
sideration. 





prior to action on these requests, to study the conditions wuder which 
the field of social science, that is sociology, economics, political 
science, and psychology, anthropology and history, may be considered 
an appropriate field for the Memoriel. ‘he question erose primarily 
because of the controversial nature of the problems cheracteristic of 
these fields, not because of any doubt as to the importance or urgency 
of these problems or es to the practical need for imowledge bearing on 
their solution. It was felt that on examination might show certain con- 
ditions under which it would not be expedient to take up projects in 
this field and other conditions wider which the position of the Memorial 
would appear to be reasonably safeguarded. It was felt that in the be- 
ginning it would be wiser to err on the side of conservation, permitting 
extensions of the program as experience with the field shows the way. 
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affect the ability of the Memorial to become eesociated with projects 
in the field ef social science. Certain conditions would seem to make 
association undesirable, It appears advisnble 
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6. To concentrate too narrewly on particular research in- 


Memorial desirable. It appesers appropriate 


1. ‘To support scientific research on social, economic and 
governmental questions when responsible educational or 
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ponsible educations] and scientific institutions. 





Te make possible the publication of scientific investiga- 
tions sponsored by responsible institutions or orgeniza- 
tana through general appropriations to be aduinistered 

in dsteil by the sponsoring agency 


wk cieetiinnss time’. Cix Gxeaen ot codbinniin ak hile 
+ific men for sclentific purposes. 





Te mke possible, under the suspiees of selentifis inetin 
tutions, agencies or voluntary 
demonstrations which may serve to test, to illustrate or 

eo toad to nore generel adoption of measures of « social, 
economic or 7 SS 
saubhed anf secsmmaded ty sages 
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The essence of the situation appears on examination te be 


not whether a problem is controversial, but rather whether it is studied 


by men of coapetence in a spirit of objectivity and 





freedom of inquiry and expression. The sponsorship of « responsible 
educational or scientific institution assures to the Memorial and to 
the public that these conditions will be reasonebly met in the prose- 
eutien of research. 





